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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 44 (as of 18 December 2014) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 4 and 18 December 2014. The 

next report will be issued on or around 1 January 2015. 

Highlights 

 One year after the cycle of violence 
reached Bangui, more appropriate and 
immediate solutions are needed for CAR’s 
complex humanitarian crisis.  

 An outbreak of violence in Bambari caused 
many casualties. 

 A joint mission met with armed groups in 
the Boali region to discuss access issues 
and constraints. Groups were sensitized 
on humanitarian principles and the need 
for unhindered humanitarian access. 

 International NGO IEDA Relief reports new 
population movements due to the burning 
of houses in Nana Mambere Province. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: UNDSS, OCHA, CCCM and Health cluster                                                                                                  

Situation Overview   
On 5 December, the United Nations Senior Humanitarian Coordinator in CAR, Claire Bourgeois, recalled that one 
year ago, a cycle of violence reached Bangui. It triggered the displacement of half a million people, led to the 
massacre of innocent civilians and left deep wounds in the communities that still have difficulties living side by side.  
 
“More attention needs to be given to CAR in order to find appropriate and immediate solutions to the complexity of 
the current humanitarian crisis, which stemmed from a persisting political, developmental and humanitarian crisis 
spanning over many years,” she said.  
 
Ms Bourgeois strongly condemned the upsurge in violence that occurred on 4 December in Bambari. The violence 
caused more bereavement and casualties, including at least four deaths, more than a dozen wounded and many 
burned houses. MINUSCA also condemned the resurgence of violence, which undermines the progress seen in 
recent weeks in Bambari. It recalled that these crimes are serious violations of human rights and would not go 
unpunished. The mission appealed for calm, and it called on all parties to promote dialogue and reconciliation, 
seen as the only lasting solution to the crisis in CAR.  
 
On 5 December, the United Nations Secretary-General met with the Head of State of the Transition of CAR, 
Catherine Samba-Panza, noting that the security situation in the country remained fragile, and agreeing on the 
need for urgent progress to establish an inclusive political process. The Secretary-General expressed appreciation 
for the decision to convene, with the international community’s support, the Bangui Forum as early as possible next 

430,000 
IDPs in CAR, 
including  
 

58,662 
in Bangui 
(as of 9 
December) 

61% 
Funding available 
(about US$339 
million) against the 
revised SRP 
requirements of $555 
million 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need 
assistance 
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year, and to complete the election process before August 2015. He urged Ms. Samba-Panza to continue showing 
leadership to ensure the completion of a successful, inclusive, transparent transition in a timely manner. 
 
The humanitarian response in CAR continues to be hindered by persisting insecurity countrywide. During the 
reporting period, the vehicle of an international organization based in Kaga Bandoro (Nana Gribizi Province) was 
attacked by an armed group in the Ngoumourou region on the Ouandago road. The assailants attempted to kidnap 
an international staff member, but fled at the sound of an incoming vehicle. Before fleeing, the assailants extorted 
money and personal belongings from the passengers.  
 
On 10 December, an NGO ambulance that was transporting a child and his father was attacked 17 km from Boda 
(Lobaye Province) by an armed group presumed to comprise anti-Balaka elements. Following the intervention of 
MINUSCA forces, on 11 December the vehicle was found 8 km from Boda. The child was unharmed, but his father 
and the driver had been beaten. They are being treated at the Boda hospital. Insecurity persists on the Mbaiki-
Boda road despite a period of relative calm. This incident is a serious infringement of international humanitarian 
law.  
 
CMCoord, UNICEF and the Prefect of Boali carried out a joint mission in Boali (Ombella Mpoko Province) to meet 
with anti-Balaka elements operating in the region, where serious humanitarian access issues have been reported 
for several months. The team visited eight check points set up and maintained by over 200 anti-Balaka elements. It 
sensitized armed groups on humanitarian principles, the need for unhindered humanitarian access and ensuring 
that the population has access to life-saving assistance. Anti-Balaka elements, mostly aged between 18 and 25 
years, asked pertinent questions about returning to school, DDR and income-generating activities. They also 
requested advocacy for humanitarian assistance, including health care and education, for their communities, 
especially the youth.  
 
During the reporting period, CMCoord continued to ensure good coordination between the international military 
forces and humanitarian actors. Discussions focused on humanitarian access issues and liaising with the 
Protection Cluster to advocate for MINUSCA deployment in hot-spot zones where people are still exposed to 
violence by armed groups. CMCoord initiated discussions on updating existing documents that guide civil-military 
relationships. Thus, a first draft of the National Guidelines for Civil-Military Coordination between humanitarian 
actors and the civil and military components of MINUSCA, the European Union Force (EUFOR) and Operation 
Sangaris in the Central African Republic was shared with the Humanitarian Country Team. The document is 
released at a timely juncture when the mission is deploying rapidly. It is therefore important to continue ensuring 
the preservation of humanitarian access and space and the upholding of humanitarian principles. 
 
OCHA has helped to set up a Task Force on Emergency Preparedness and Response. It consists of various 
stakeholders, including humanitarian organizations, international forces, MINUSCA and other actors, with the main 
objective of supporting the CAR Directorate for Civil Protection (DPC). The formation of this group was mostly 
triggered by the stockpile of an estimated 6 tons of explosive devices in Bangui’s Beal camp, which remains a high 
risk to the population. The task force aims to support the preparedness and possible response phases related to 
this potential risk. The group discussed the possible impact of such an explosion on the population and 
infrastructure; mitigation measures; communication with the population; and response in a crisis.  
 
In partnership with UNHCR, the NGO International Emergency and Development Aid (IEDA Relief) reported 152 
newly displaced people in Bouar Sangani, Toktoyo and Baboua (Nana Mambere Province). These IDPs fled 
attacks, during which 32 houses were burned in Bondiba village (about 40 km from Baboua) on 5 December by 
Peulh people who arrived from Cameroon. The same group burned houses on 10 December in Ndogori village, 
close to Baboua. Humanitarian partners are preparing a response to address affected people’s needs. 

Funding 
The CAR Strategic Response Plan (SRP) is 61 per cent funded. Early recovery, education and emergency shelter 
are the least funded sectors. 
 
Six projects were approved on 11 December by the Senior Humanitarian Coordinator under the Common 
Humanitarian Fund reserve window. To facilitate children’s return to school, two education projects will be 
implemented by INTERSOS and the national NGO Vitalité Plus. The international NGOs ACTED and PU-AMI will 
implement two shelter projects to permit the return of IDPs from the M'Poko airport site to their locality. 
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The third special allocation was finalized with a water and sanitation project by the NGO Action Contre la Faim for 
return areas in Bangui. An education project of the national NGO Association de Cadres Musulmans de 
Centrafrique will be implemented in Bangui’s PK5 neighbourhood. 
 
OCHA trained implementing partners and cluster coordinators concerning the rollout of the Grant Management 
System (an online system covering the allocation process and project implementation). Partners will upload 
ongoing projects and use the system during the 2015 allocation. 

Humanitarian Response  

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

Needs: 

 Coordinate provision of assistance and protection in IDP sites. 
 Identify uncovered needs, mobilize site communities and ensure that sites offer a 

hospitable environment. 
 Accompany IDPs for voluntary access to durable solutions.  

 
Response:  
 The CCCM cluster revised IDPs figures for the monthly CMP update. About 58,662 IDPs are hosted in 34 IDPs 

sites in Bangui.    
 Site manager PU-AMI sensitized IDPs in Mpoko site on the current and upcoming return initiatives in their 

neighbourhoods. Information on security was also provided by MINUSCA officers.  
 Focus groups on future « Go and see visit » were organized by site manager DRC with IDPs from Eglise des 

Frères Castor and St Jacques de Kpéténé sites.  
 DRC carried out the profiling of IDPs in Boya, Bozakon and Bozoro sites, Ouham Province, identifying 2,935 

IDPs. UNHCR assessed a newly identified site settled by Peulh displaced persons in Kaba located 26 km from 
Kaga Bandoro, Nana Gribizi Province hosting 258 IDPs. IRC provided NFI and tarpaulins and Caritas 
distributed food. The most important uncovered needs are access to potable water, health care and education 
as well as respect of the civilian character of the site by local armed groups.  

 In Bouca, Ouham Province, site manager DRC, with UNHCR’s support, assessed two possible alternative sites 
to transfer the IDPs currently located at the Mission Catholique site. 

 
Gaps and constraints: 
 More funding is required to better address the site-management needs countrywide and improve 

communication with IDPs.  
 Lack of access and insecurity impedes CCCM coverage outside Bangui. 

 Protection 

Needs: 

 Increase the protection response to people affected in hotspots, particularly in Kabo, 
Batangafo, Nana Bakassa (Ouham Province), Niem, Yelewa, Koui, Garoua-Boulai, 
Baboua (Nana Mambere Province), Bambari, Bakala, Grimari (Ouaka Province),  
Mbres and Kaga Bandoro (Nana Gribizi) regions. 

 Strengthen advocacy with armed groups and international forces to ensure respect for basic human rights and 
protection of civilians in areas where recent attacks have occurred. 

 Enhance efforts to extract 7,194 children from armed groups.  
 Strengthen efforts to fight the exploitation of children by armed groups, sexual violence on children and women 

as well as family separations in Mbomou and Haut Mbomou Provinces following inter-communal clashes linked 
to Lord Resistance Army (LRA) violence. 

 

 

Response: 

 On 25 November, in Kaga Bandoro, local protection actors celebrated the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women trough the organization of a craft and food fair with products from 67 local 
associations. Cluster members participated in a walk against gender-based violence.  

501,980 
People targeted in 2014. 

2 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014  
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 As of 15 December, 2,806 (2,161 boys and 645 girls) out of the 10,000 children currently associated with 
armed groups have been extracted from the groups. Their assistance / reintegration are initiated by UNICEF 
and its partners.  

 As a result of the Protection Cluster’s (PC) advocacy, MINUSCA forces returned to Kabo, Ouham Prefecture 
and Sangaris and MINUSCA patrolled the Sibut-Dekoa-Kaga and the Kaga Bandoro-Kaba – Ngrevai axes. The 
PC prepared a weekly note highlighting hotspots including the negative impact of the withdrawal of MINUSCA 
forces from Kabo (Ouham prefecture) and the protection incidents registered in the above mentioned axis 
around Kaga Bandoro, Nana Gribizi province.  

 The Global Protection Cluster organized 2 training sessions in Bangui targeting members of the Protection 
Cluster in Bangui and in the field targeting national and international NGOs. Staff from UNICEF, UNFPA, 
OCHA, IOM and UNHCR as well as MINUSCA participated. The first session held from 2 to 5 December 
targeted 35 Protection Cluster members located in Bangui. The second session held from 8 to 11 December 
targeted 40 members of the regional Protection Clusters in Bossangoa, Bouar, Kaga Bandoro, Paoua, Bambari 
and Zemio. The sessions focused on the 2005 humanitarian reform and cluster approach, the Transformative 
Agenda, definition of and normative framework for protection, analytical protection tools, the development of a 
protection strategy, and communication and presentation capacities. Based on the 4 objectives and indicators 
set by the Protection Cluster for the 2015 SRP, each group was tasked with defining the strategic orientations 
and main activities. These orientations are implemented with different levels of response ranging from 
immediate response to addressing root causes of identified protection issues. On 12 December, the 2 groups 
compiled and prioritized their findings which constitute the backbone of the Protection Cluster 2015 strategy 
and work plan.   

 From 3-5 December, UNHCR’s partner for Housing Land and Property rights (HLP), and the Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC) organized a training session funded by the Refugee agency and supported by IDMC. 
The training session focused on a common understanding of HLP rights in CAR and lessons learned from the 
UNHCR’s funded project in 2014 and ways forward in 2015. It targeted government officials from, inter alia, the 
ministries of National Reconciliation, Urbanism, Social Affairs and Humanitarian Action, Education, Foreign 
Affairs. 

 Eight child-friendly spaces (CFS) are currently operational in Bocaranga, Bokayan, Gbama, Kelle Claire, Koui, 
Letele, Ngouetere and Sangrelim - close to the border with Cameroun. 1,634 children, including 713 girls, are 
accessing recreational activities, psychological assistance and basic literary courses in these locations.  

 Since January 2014, 2,910 children participated in recreational activities in Kaga Bandoro. To date, 68,800 
children have benefited from recreational and psychosocial support countrywide. 

 Awareness-raising initiatives for children and adults on the dangers of unexploded ordinances are currently 
ongoing. Since September 2014, 36,766 children have been reached through sensitization activities in Bangui, 
Boda (Lobaye Province), Sibut (Kemo Province), Bossangoa (Ouham Province), Bambari (Ouaka Province), 
Bria (Haute Kotto Province) and Kaga Bandoro (Nana Gribizi Province). 

 8 new cases of unaccompanied and separated children were registered in Bangui and Kaga Bandoro. Family 
research activities have been initiated. Approximately 1,128 children have been reunified with their primary 
caregivers since the beginning of the crisis in December 2013. 

 In Bozoum, Ouham Pende Province, capacity-building activities on child rights and protection issues have been 
implemented, benefiting 58 representatives of local authorities and civil society.   

 42 national and international NGOs were trained on the integration of gender issues into the child protection 
response.   

Gaps and constraints 

 More support is required from some local authorities, particularly on issues related to protection and the fight 
against impunity. 

 Difficult and deteriorating infrastructure hinders access to communities, particularly to children and women 
requiring protection. 

 Violence, insecurity and banditry continue to impede humanitarian access and child-protection activities. Some 
child-protection actors were victims of looting and attacks, or had their activities obstructed, gravely affecting 
child-protection responses.  

 

 

 

 Education 
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Needs: 

 Temporary safe learning spaces (ETAPEs) with age-sensitive educational and 
recreational activities and child-protection services for 180,000 people are needed.  

 Emergency recreational, teaching and learning materials for ETAPEs and schools 
are required for 180,000 people.  

 A total of 2,500 teachers need psychosocial training. 
 School-feeding activities are required. 

 
Response: 

 Since January 2014, 37,715 children have benefited from learning and protection activities in 174 ETAPEs in 
Bangui, Bimbo, Bossangoa, Boda, Gaga, Grimari and Yaloké. The programs include French and math classes, 
recreational activities, life-skill training and psychosocial support.  

 612 teachers and instructors were trained in psychosocial support to children who experienced violence during 
the conflict.  

 Currently, 147,185 students are benefiting from school-feeding programmes countrywide. 
 Emergency rehabilitation and construction activities have been completed in 64 schools, providing suitable 

learning and recreational spaces to more than 20,460 students. Construction and rehabilitation activities are 
ongoing in 280 schools in 11 provinces and Bangui. 
 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Constant population movements and volatile security situations due to ongoing fighting and violence in some 
provinces are challenging the provision of structured education, child-protection activities and the timely 
delivery and distribution of school supplies.  

 More efforts should be made to organize psychosocial trainings for teachers to ensure that children receive 
adequate trauma care.   

 The back-to-school initiative was launched to support the progressive return of students and teachers to 
school. However, school supplies such as slates and chalk are insufficient to meet the urgent needs of all the 
reopened schools countrywide.     

 

Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 
 
Needs:  
 An IRC/RRM assessment in Ouham Province reported about 200 homes burned in 

Markounda and 120 houses in Gbangoro Kota, since December 2013. 
 
Response:  
 In Bambari (Ouaka Province), ACTED/RRM finalized the distribution of NFI kits to 195 and 405 displaced 

families respectively on “NDV” and “S” IDP sites.  
 ICRC is distributing NFI kits to 500 displaced families on the Bambari-Ippy axis. 
 ICRC distributed NFI kits to 230 affected families residents in Bangassou, Mbomou Province  
 In Boda, CRS assisted 470 families in enclave and 76 families in Boda town with NFI kits. In addition, 1,000 

families (including 816 in the enclave and 184 in Boda town) received mosquito nets (2 mosquito nets per 
families). 

 In Ouham Province, DRC identified families who will benefit from support to owner-driven reconstruction of 
damaged houses. A total of 1,059 houses in Bouca and 500 houses on the Batangafo-Lady axis will be 
targeted for reconstruction. Some beneficiaries have already received the necessary reconstruction kits.  

 DRC distributed NFI kits to 725 families (including IDPs, returnees and residents) on Batangafo-Ouandago 
axis. 

 In Ouham Province, ACTED completed trainings and distributions related to its project to support owner-driven 
reconstruction of destroyed houses. Reconstruction kits were distributed to 224 families in the 1

st
, 3

rd
 and 4

th
 

districts of Bossangoa. Moreover, reconstruction kits were distributed to 189 families on the Gbangayanga axis, 
210 families on the Ouham-Bac axis and 721 families on Gbadé axis. 

 

Gaps and constraints 

 Lack of implementing actors to respond to the needs in NFIs kits of about 1,000 IDP families living in host 
families on Bambari-Grimari axis. 

350,000 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
education out of 400,000.  

703,975 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 with emergency 
shelter and NFIs. 
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 Little clarity regarding the possible funds and projects that would support access to housing and reconstruction 
in the framework of durable solutions for IDPs. 

 PU-AMI has wrapped-up its activities for the construction and rehabilitation of collective emergency shelters on 
the IDP sites in Bangui. Henceforth, there will be a gap for this type of response as no other actor covers the 
provision of collective emergency shelters. 

 
 

 Food Security 

 Needs: 
 
 According to the November 2014 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 

(IPC), an estimated 1.5 million people require food assistance including 209,978 in 
Bangui. About 19 per cent of the rural population are in IPC phase 3 (crisis) and 12 per cent in phase 4 
(emergency). An immediate response is required for these people. 

 Due to widespread insecurity, looting and slaughtering, crop production in 2014 is 58 per cent lower than the 
pre-crisis average. Livestock numbers have declined by 77 per cent and fish supply by 40 per cent compared 
to pre-crisis levels. Therefore, immediate agricultural assistance is needed.  

 Food reserves in rural areas are 40 to 50 per cent lower than average. Assistance is required to boost 
production ahead of the lean season in March 2015. 
 

Response: 
 
 Since January, FAO has provided crop-production support to 111,750 farming families and 100 seed-multiplier 

groups by distributing inputs including seeds and tools. 
 As part of a rapid response mechanism (RRM), FAO is currently pre-positioning vegetable seeds for 30,000 

displaced and returnee families in 11 provinces. This will contribute towards their feeding over a five-month 
period.  So far, 7,000 families have received vegetable seeds assistance in Bangui, Boda, Sibut and Kaga-
Bandoro. 

 An additional 27,000 farming families will be supported through the DRC’s resilience programme. This was 
launched in the 3

rd
, 4

th
 and 7

th
 districts of Bangui, targeting 300 farming groups and 100 young people. 

 120 NGO members were trained on Saving and Loans and approach of Field Farmer Schools schemes in the 
framework of the “caisses de resilience”. 

 ACTED distributed transformation units to 105 farmers’ group in Bozoum, Ouham Pende Province. 
 CRS supported 160 farmers’ groups (3,360 heads of households) on the Saving ad Loans schemes and 

trainings. 
 FAO distributed 10,000 chicks to 20 farmers to boost small livestock in Bangui. 

 
Gaps and constraints:  
 
 Assistance to affected people is hindered due to persisting insecurity, particularly in Bambari, leading to threats 

and theft of relief items and agricultural inputs on roads and in warehouse.  
An additional $11 million is urgently needed to ensure implementation of activities stipulated in the 2014 SRP.  

Multi-sector assistance to refugees 

Needs:  

 Refugees’ registration and profiling to identify suitable durable solutions including 
return and resettlement opportunities.  

 Food and material assistance to refugees in camp and urban areas with a special 
attention to the most affected by the CAR crisis. 

 Refugees’ capacity building in human rights’ awareness in partnership with sister 
agencies. 

Response: 

 Further to the verification and profiling exercise carried out in the Pladama refugee camp in Bambari, Ouaka 
Province, a total of 1,801 Sudanese refugees currently live in the camp.  

1.25 million 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2014 

501,980 
Vulnerable people 
targeted in 2014.  
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 Danish Refugee Council (DRC) distributed food items to 610 vulnerable refugee households in Bangui in line 
with emergency assistance to urban refugees. These items comprise rice, oil, biscuits and cereals. Other 76 
refugees with specific needs received $50 to buy food complements.  

 In Pladama Ouaka camp, during the week of 24 November, WFP distributed food items to 1,750 refugees in 
437 households. 

 60 Sudanese and Congolese refugee households living in PK5 neighborhood (5th district) received 
$60/household.  

 20 Sudanese households in PK5 enclave (5th district) were interviewed during the reporting period for possible 
resettlement opportunities in line with the durable solutions strategy for refugees in CAR.  

 In the Congolese camp in Zemio, Haut Mbomou Province, COOPI assigned 14 volunteers to assist 115 
refugees with specific needs. 

 In Zemio, UNICEF organized a training session to raise awareness on children’s rights and how conflicts affect 
children in the context of armed conflicts. Refugees’ leaders, humanitarian actors, members of civil society, 
IDPs and refugees attended the session organized in line with the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism 
(MRM) on grave violations of children’s rights in armed conflicts for an effective surveillance, communication 
and information around violations of children rights in armed conflict 

 International Medical Corps, UNHCR partner for health activities in the Sudanese refugee camp in Bambari 
worked with a dedicated refugee committee to organize the World AIDS Day on 3 December. 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Absence of a permanent force to secure the Bambari Sudanese refugee camp against frequent disturbance by 
armed groups. 
A relocation country for the 1,801 Sudanese refugees in CAR is yet to be found. 

Nutrition 

Needs:  

 Some 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 
75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the ongoing rainy season/hunger gap. 

 About 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 2014.  
 An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent and adequately funded 

pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional status during this year. 

Response: 

 Since 1 January, 22,523 children have been admitted for SAM treatment in ITPs and OTPs. This represents 80 
per cent of the 28,000 of people in need. The case management performance indicators are as follows: 
recovery: 83 per cent (≥75 per cent) and death: rate of 3 per cent (<10 per cent). The default rate remains 
slightly high at 14 per cent (standard < 15 per cent), especially for areas still affected by insecurity and 
population displacements. 

 Since January, 44,870 new beneficiaries have been admitted in the WFP targeted supplementary feeding 
(TSF) programme in 94 nutrition treatment units, comprised of 21,913 moderate acute malnourished children 
aged between 6 and 59 months; 15,241 malnourished pregnant and lactating mothers 7,716 caregivers of 
severe acute malnourished children. The overall performance indicators are: recovery: 87.8 per cent, the 
default rate: 6.8 per cent and the non-response rate: 2.7 per cent. To prevent spikes in malnutrition, WFP 
provided large-scale integrated general food distribution and blanket feeding assistance. WFP distributed 
nutritious Plumpy’Sup to one child under five per household with a monthly average of 23,803 children 
reached. 

 The SMART survey was completed in the 17 prefectures. The preliminary  results  point out a still  worrying  
global (6.5%) and severe acute (1.8%)  malnutrition  prevalence  with  very alarming  mortality rate among 
children  under five years surpassing the cut off  2 deaths/per 10,000 living births/per day particularly in Nana 
Gribizi (3.34 deaths/10000/day),  Ouham (3.41 deaths/10000/day) and  Kemo (2,29 deaths/10000/day). The 
rate of stunting is estimated at 40%. 

 With support of UNICEF, essential equipment to be used in inpatient therapeutic feeding units was provided to 
Yaloke. This includes 50 cartons of Plumpy-nuts, one carton of F100 and one carton F75 and other 
supplementary equipment which can cover at least 187 SAM cases for a month. 

 
Gaps and constraints:  

361,011 
Vulnerable people 
targeted with nutrition 
services in 2014.  
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 Coverage of community-based management of acute malnutrition services outside Bangui remains low due to 
security constraints and destroyed health facilities. 

 The integration of acute nutrition management into the national health system needs to be strengthened. 
 There is a gap in the provision of activities to support appropriate infant and young child feeding (IYCF). 
 Insufficient number of partners to treat MAM. 

 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  

Needs 

 In Bambari, 11,540 IDPs in site “S”, 2,164 IDPs in site “M” and 5,575 IDPs in site 
“NDV” require WASH assistance. 

 In Ngakobo, 9,339 IDPs need WASH support. 
 In Grimari,about 400 IDPs and 7,000 returnees require WASH assistance. 
 In Bossangoa, 35,000 returnees require water supply while 480 IDPs in the Petit Séminaire site need complete 

WASH support.  
 Returnees living along the Bouca and Batangafo road (Ouham province), need WASH support. 
 Some 1,361 IDPS and host communities in Kabah need WASH support. 
 

Response 

 In Bambari, 19,279 IDPs received potable water through the water trucking supply of 120m3 per day and 
bucket chlorination around 30 wells provided by TGH and ICRC.  TGH is maintaining sanitation facilities, 
ensuring access by 60 to 72 people per latrine and 60 to 90 people per shower. Community hygiene promoters 
are providing hygiene promotion services.  

 In Grimari, 30m3 of potable water was distributed through trucking to about 7,000 people. TGH is maintaining 
sanitation facilities in IDPs site; ensuring that fewer than 20 people access to each facility. 

 In Ngakobo, 9,339 IDPs have access to potable water from the SUCAF water system. About 77 people have 
access per latrine and 170 per shower. Community hygienists were trained in the site and within the community 
at risk. 

 In Bossangoa, UNICEF is supporting SODECA to ensure the supply of potable water to 35,000 returnees and 
480 IDPs.  

 Through Sodeca network, boreholes and water trucking (by distributing 442m3), 1,376 m3 of water have been 
distributed in all the sites in Bangui targeting 58,774 IDPs. 

 Rehabilitation and construction of 33 new latrines including 12 in St Trinite, 12 in Eglise des Frères and 9 in 
Saint Jacques Kpètènè sites permit access for 43 people per latrine (compared to 153 people per latrine 
earlier).   

 Water trucking has been reduced and replaced by boreholes according to the WASH Cluster strategy. One 
borehole has constructed in the Saint Antoine de Padou, Capucin and Saint Joseph de Mukassa IDP sites.  

 
Gaps and constraints 
 Some critical areas are without WASH partners. 
 Coordination of the operational response needs to be strengthened in key areas hosting communities at risk in 

respect of the “Do No Harm” approach. 
 A clear integrated strategy for humanitarian assistance to returnees in Bangui is required. 
 Semi-permanent WASH infrastructures are required in most IDP sites hosting people for an extensive period. 
 More funding and implementing partners are required for the maintenance of WASH infrastructure in IDP sites 

hosting people for an extensive period.  
 Lack of funding for all sites in Bangui and Ouaka Province after the end of contracts on 31 December 2014. 

General Coordination 
On 3 December, WFP, DRC, RRM-IRC, IEDA and OCHA organized a joint mission to Markounda to assess the 
humanitarian situation. The mission noted the spontaneous return of refugees from Chad. About 80 households 
have returned to Markounda. About 270 out of 750 residents have also returned to Gbangoro-Kotta village, 10km 
from Markounda. These returns began in August 2014, but the majority of returnees remain concerned about 
persisting insecurity in the region due to the presence of armed groups. MINUSCA presence or regular patrols are 
required.  
 
In August, DRC carried out a survey in Bangui on displaced people’s intention to return. The main objectives were 
to understand IDPs’ intentions and their needs in Bangui’s IDP sites, recommend actions and identify advocacy 

900,000 
People targeted in 2014  
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needs to facilitate durable solutions, including returns. The survey aims to find durable solutions for all IDPs. This 
includes IDPs willing to return to their respective homes, those opting to stay in sites, and those to be relocated to 
other Bangui neighbourhoods.  
 
Compared with December 2013, over 300,000 people were displaced. To date, there are 61,244 IDPs in Bangui’s 
IDP sites. The reasons for the spontaneous returns are multifaceted. After the first months of the crisis, some 
people relocated to other neighbourhoods they considered to be relatively safe. Some moved in with host families 
and others sought refuge in other towns in CAR.  
 
Some 5,375 people aged over 18 years and living in 35 sites in Bangui, of whom 64 per cent were women and 36 
per cent men, participated in the survey. As the survey was carried out between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., the 
majority of respondents were women who mostly stay in the sites during the day. The majority of IDPs (70 per cent) 
are originally from Bangui. The IDPs from Bangui are mostly from the 3

rd
, 6

th
 and 5

th
 districts representing 72 per 

cent, 17 per cent and 8 per cent respectively.  
 
DRC made the following recommendations based on the survey’s findings: i) provide security in neighbourhoods, 
including disarmament; ii) protection for IDPs and returnees; iii) humanitarian assistance in support of returns and 
other durable solutions; and iv) effective advocacy for durable solutions. Information sharing will enable IDPs to 
make informed decisions. About 13 per cent of respondents opted not to return to their houses. For this residual 
group, about 71 per cent cited insecurity in neighbourhoods. This group also stressed the need for durable 
solutions. 
 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Alexis Kamanzi, Officer in Charge, kamanzi1@un.org, Tel: +236 70553619 

Ingrid Bokosset, Public Information Assistant, bokosset@un.org, Tel: +236 70 00 95 99 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int 
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